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call it, since we made four landings on the crossing—was 6,300
feet, and the plateau extended with slight undulations in all direc-
tions. We climbed out of the plane rather stiffly and stood there,
looking around in the heart of Antarctica. Then I noted that the
fuselage was crumpled. Kenyon thought it must have been done
on the take-off, but more likely our landing was responsible for it,
for we came down so hard I thought my teeth would go through
my head.
Eventually we fixed our position as Lat. 79° 12' S., Long. 104°
10' W. I am now certain this was correct, though I confess I made
one sextant reading before landing that caused me considerable
wonder. According to the reading, we were in the immediate
vicinity of the South Pole, whereas I knew we were more than
six hundred miles away. The index error-adjustment screw of the
instrument had worked loose without my knowing it. Had we
continued reckoning with the error thus created, we might have
learned rather more of the unknown than would have fitted agree-
able into our programme.
This reading—since we had not yet discovered the sextant error,
it could only be regarded as approximate—showed that we were
almost on the most inaccessible point of the whole route. The Pole
ky 650 miles south of us, the coast-line of the continent 450 miles
to the north, and our destination, the Bay of Whales, 670 miles
ahead. We stood in the heart of the only unclaimed land in the
Antarctic—in the whole world.
I felt a very meek and reverent person. To think that I, of all
those who had dreamed this dream, should be permitted its realisa-
tion I For the moment I lost all sense of the troubled beginning,
had no thought for the journey ahead. I was content, grateful. ...
So here I raised the American flag. The area extending from Long.
80° W. to 120° W. I named James W. Ellsworth Land after my
father. That part of the pkteau above 6,000 feet I called Hollick-
Kenyon Plateau.
Altogether we remained in Camp I for nineteen hours, taking
sextant observation at three-hour intervals. After taking the first
observation, we set up our tent, moving our Primus stove, food
supplies, dishes and sleeping-bags into it. When we had a mess of
oatmeal and bacon cooking, we crawled out to take a second

